Using Xerte Toolkits to create learning resources in Modern Languages
25th November 2011. Attendees – 19 (inc 3 JISC TechDis staff). Mix of FE & HE.
Example  – illustrating easy templates to rapidly create:

http://xerte5.techdis.palepurple.co.uk/play_4936 - credit Alistair McNaught

Discussion:

K Haines from West Sussex: Translation tool could be useful for when there might be cultural differences in conceptual meaning, ie. when no direct translation 

Marta Asensio from Newham: How good is the translation tool? How many languages does it cover?

Simon Ball from JISC TechDis: Arabic, English, German, Dutch, Chinese, French, Hindi, Italian, Japanese, Portuguese, Russian, Spanish

Beatrice McAdam from Harrow college: It's not that good I am afraid (at least for French)

Marta Asensio from Newham: I agree it's not very good for Portuguese so the teacher should always test the output before showing to the students

Sibylle from London: The translation tool worked the first time, now it only ever shows 'null' as tranlation...

Examples – self assessment

http://curve.coventry.ac.uk/cu/items/71641899-dea2-23c4-a468-ec8fa7e4d10e/1/First_Contact.zip/index.htm Part of eTalia project; credit Dr Anne Dickinson, Dr. Rosario Kane-Itturioz
http://xerte5.techdis.palepurple.co.uk/play_10462 - Part of Dutch “teaching English” pack; 
credit: Inge Donkervoort of 12Change, NL

http://itq.jisctechdis.ac.uk/xerte/play_31 - teaching basic literacy skills – Alistair McNaught
http://xerte5.techdis.palepurple.co.uk/play_10691 - part of Dutch cookery course - credit: Inge Donkervoort of 12Change, NL
Discussion
Kay Sanders from Harrow College: I liked the interactive dialogue template is it new ? (No, it has been around a while now)
Laurence Elliott from London: I wish the Moodle interface was this simple - does Xerte 'talk' to Moodle? (Yes it does)
lyn lall from nottingham: categorising tool and matching pairs tools could easily be used in science and maths teaching

Terry McAndrew from Techdis: I joined late - Youtube feed of a topic area by keyword/tag to connect useful topic videos on a language theme? (Yes – see http://xerte5.techdis.palepurple.co.uk/play_4936 above)
Sue Wildblood from Pontypool: Most of these activiites are equally relevant for basic skills langugae learners.

lyn lall from nottingham: Youtube and Flickr are very easy to use

Simon Ball from JISC TechDis: On the Basic Literacy object, page 6, it offers a spelling choice of 'conervatory' or 'conversatory'. For my first 4 or 5 years with JISC TechDis I used that very example of how NOT to write accessible multiple choice questions because it is unnecessarily confusing for dyslexic students! How bizarre that exact instance comes up here! (This is a v good example of the way accessibility and inclusion issues need to be understood within the teaching context – if you are testing mastery of spelling then the activity is appropriate. If you are testing comprehension or grasp of vocabulary then it isn’t).
Simon Ball from JISC TechDis: It was not the spelling quiz that was the problem, it was the deliberate inclusion of a distractor where key letters were reversed. Conservatory and Conservatery would be fine, but not Conversatory, which seems designed particularly to trip up those with letter reversal issues (Good point)
Marta Asensio from Newham: Open-ended possibilities, interactive presentation of info and self-assessment potential very useful for learning in general not just languages

Denis Duret from University of Liverpool: I would like to use the drag and drop with a picture but I was wondering if it is possible to hide the square boxes (normally highlighted in yellow) which appear on the picture (hotspots) (You can’t but there’s a very wide range of colours so you might reduce visibility with appropriate choices)
Simon Ball from JISC TechDis: The difficulty with hiding the boxes is the degree of sensitivity regarding accuracy of posititioning. Without a box to guide them, a student may drag the word 'close but not close enough' and think they're wrong..... Not necessarily a problem, just flagging it.....

Marta Asensio from Newham: The best idea would be for e-learning and subject specialists to work together- it's my aim anyway where I work

K Haines from West Sussex: How easy is it to embed a Xerte learning object into Moodle?  (Yes)
Simon Ball from JISC TechDis: For Xerte and Moodle do a Google search on MAXOS (Moodle and Xerte on a stick)

Ron from Newark: and for howto screencasts http://mitchellmedia.co.uk/xerte  which includes 2 specific to moodle & xerte

Examples – using rich media

http://curve.coventry.ac.uk/cu/items/71641899-dea2-23c4-a468-ec8fa7e4d10e/1/First_Contact.zip/index.htm Part of eTalia project; credit Dr Anne Dickinson, Dr. Rosario Kane-Itturioz
http://itq.jisctechdis.ac.uk/xerte/play_31 - synchronised video - Alistair McNaught

Beyond Toolkits

http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/toolkits/play_2986  - Oranna Speicher, University of Nottingham

http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/toolkits/play_2889 - Oranna Speicher, University of Nottingham

Discussion

Terry McAndrew from Techdis: How can we reward practitioners, who make good examples using Xerte, for sharing across their discipline? Where should we ask practitioners to publish their links?

Ron from Newark: http://jiscmail.ac.uk/xerteforteachers (Free, easy to join and great way to ask questions or suggest answers based on pedagogical considerations rather than technical)
Ron from Newark: I've been testing and exploring using avatars with Xerte. This link is a simple demo but to clarify it isn't reading the text and I could have narrated rather than using a text to speech convertor e.g. it could have been human speech, but you'll see the point: http://mitchellmedia.co.uk/moodle/xertetoolkits/play_247   
JISC TechDis  Presenter: www.nottingham.ac.uk/xerte/community for technical installers etc
JISC TechDis  Presenter: Mitchellmedia can provide installation service if you don’t have the skills in house
Ron from Newark: epping youtube clip for viewing later http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WC7qk8NSJxc (Using learners to create Xerte objects)
Ideas for next year

Terry McAndrew from Techdis: Developing Open Practice communities with Xerte

Kay Sanders from Harrow College: How to get stduents involved or sharing practice of what stduents have done with Xerte-thanks a lot

Terry McAndrew from Techdis: Working Xerte with summative assessment. Rogo ?http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/teaching/resources/tools/rogo.aspx

Marta Asensio from Newham: Using Xerte for highly practical subjects e.g Chemistry, engineering, experiments, and such. 
Laurence Elliott from London: Thanks guys, great session (and conferencing software). Anything around music... 

Simon Ball from JISC TechDis: A back-to-basics session aimed at staff developers, walking them through creating exciting but easy-to-create examples to impress teaching staff with

Terry McAndrew from Techdis: Mobile Xerte?

Ron from Newark: android platform app
Feedback

Sibylle from London: Great tool, excellent presentation. Thank you very much! (have to leave...)

Sue Wildblood from Pontypool: Thanks very much - refeshed my interest:  I'll defniitely look again at using Xerte.  

Que Mirza from Redbridge: Thanks..great insight

Keith Brock from Barnsley MBC: Keith from Barnsley - many thanks. Will need to investigate further.

K Haines from West Sussex: Thank you - this was my first attendance in a web presentation as a student - great!

Francisco Garcia from Cambridge: Muchas gracias, very interesting and I am sure I am going to use Xerte in my teaching

Marta Asensio from Newham: Thanks this has been great I am really enthusiastic about promoting this

Laurence Elliott from London: Thanks guys, great session (and conferencing software). 

